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FOR DONCHI (EUR/NE) AND BANK (EB/TCA/MA) 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EWWT, NO 

SUBJECT: U.S. OIL CARGO PREFERENCE AND MARINE SAFETY LEGISLATION 

REF: OSLO 1273 

1 . OSLO PRESS HAS CARRIED REPORTS OF MEETINGS OF NORWEGIAN 

UNDER SECRETARY FOR COMMERCE AND SHIPPING WITH ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
KATZ (EB), ASST SEC BLACKWELL (COMMERCE/MARAD), AND VICE PRESENDENT 
MONDALE TO DISCUSS U.S. OIL CARGO PREFERENCE LEGISLATION. GIVEN 
IMPORTANCE IN NORWAY OF THIS LEGISLATION (REFTEL), EMBASSY WOULD 
APPRECIATE REPORT TO EXTENT AVAILABLE ON MEETINGS. 

2. USIS WIRELESS F IL E FOR APRIL 27 CARRIES REPORT THAT SENATE 
COMMERCE COMMITTEE HAS APPROVED STRINGENT OIL TANKER STANDARDS, 
INCLUDING DOUBLE BOTTOMS, SEGREGATED BALLAST SYTEMS, AND GAS- 
INERTING SYSTEMS. STANDARDS WOULD BE APPLICABLE ON ALL TANKERS 
BUILT AFTER JANUARY 1978. EMBASSY WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE FULL 
INFO ON LEGISLATION, INCLUDING PROVISIONS, PROSPECTS, TIMETABLE, 

AND ADMINISTRATION'S POSTION. DOES LEGISLATION APPLY ONLY 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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TO U.S. BUILT TANKERS? DOES IT APPLY TO TANKERS ORDERED BUT 
NOT COMPLETED BEFORE JANUARY 1978? 

ANDERS 
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